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Annapolis Prepares for Rising Seas 
History Meets the Future 
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Hurricane Isabel - 2003 



Credit: Rebecca Flora 



Credit: Rebecca Flora 





Credit: Rebecca Flora 



Sea Level change is 
“new.”  

Barely changed in 
5,000 years. 

Last time it was 
higher was 

120,000 years ago. 







Global vulnerability 



Military Bases 





Paul Krashefski, Broward County 
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On tidal rivers…..100 miles inland 

Sacramento, California 
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There is a range to the projections 

Reality is exceeding the projections 
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Global Sea Level Rise Scenarios for the 
United States National Climate Assessment

December 6, 2012
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Sea Level 

20,000 Years Ago 
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100 miles 
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100 miles 
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Greenland = 
24 feet of  SLR 

Antarctica =  
186 feet of  SLR 
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Last half  
century 
continues the 
pattern: 

CO2, global 
temperature, 
and sea level are 
all rising 



RECAP 

1.  Storms, Extreme Tides, and SLR are 
different. SLR is slow but “permanent” 

2.  SLR will have different effects in different 
places.  

3. Don’t confuse planning for SLR with 
reducing GHG and other efforts at being 
“sustainable” and green. 

4.  SL projections differ and change. Plan for 
the first 3 feet of  SLR, asap. 

 

 





Planning for future generations…  

…is our responsibility, and a great opportunity 



Understand    � Plan �   Adapt  

www.sealevelinstitute.org  



Twitter: @johnenglander 

Facebook 

www.HighTideOnMainStreet.com 
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annapolis@johnenglander.net 
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